
Opinions | Israel-Palestine conflict

When it comes to the Israeli-led ‘war on
terror’, follow the money
Israel is embarking on a ‘war on terror’ that will benefit its military
industrial complex, but will have devastating consequences.

Antony Loewenstein
Independent journalist and filmmaker

Israeli troops deployed in the Gaza Strip in a handout image released on November 19, 2023 by the Israeli army [Handout via
Reuters]

It is easy to get distracted by US officials pledging to rally support for a “humanitarian
pause” and reducing the number of civilian casualties in Israel’s bombardment of Gaza.

But what matters is the actions of the Biden administration, not empty platitudes. In
early November, the US State Department approved a $320m sale of guided bomb kits,
reportedly assisting Israel to more precisely hit targets in Gaza. According to The New
York Times, “Modern militaries generally add the guidance systems on their bombs
with the goal of minimizing civilian casualties, although the damage can still be devas-
tating, especially in urban areas.”

KEEP READING

The United Nations and every major human rights group in the world have routinely
condemned Israeli actions in Gaza, along with the Hamas barbarism on October 7, and
accused the Israeli army of potentially committing war crimes. Human Rights Watch
has rightly called for a suspension of all weapons transfers to Israel and Hamas.

The spectre of 9/11 and the catastrophic response by the US after that fateful Sep-
tember day 22 years ago hangs over Israeli actions in the last month.

US President Joe Biden, in remarks in Israel on October 18, said, “After 9/11, we were
enraged in the United States. And while we sought justice and got justice, we also made
mistakes.”

Calling some US actions after 9/11 “mistakes” is the height of imperial arrogance. Dur-
ing the Bush administration and beyond, inarguably the most destructive US presiden-
cy in the 21st century, there was a worldwide torture campaign, the creation and ex-
pansion of the detention centre in Guantanamo Bay, the illegal invasion of Iraq, the use
of black sites for extraordinary rendition and the death of nearly five million people,
according to Brown University’s Cost of War Project.

Today, Israel is also filled with anger and vengeance and does not care one iota about
the death of Palestinian civilians. Many in the Netanyahu-led government have ex-
pressed genocidal intent towards the entire Palestinian population. Most in the Israeli
military and public are celebrating the physical abuse of Palestinians. Amid an at-
mosphere that is remarkably similar to the US after 9/11, the Israeli “war on terror” is
taking shape.

With resounding approval from the general public, the Israeli army has undertaken
systematic carpet bombing of the Gaza Strip, dropping in a month more than 25,000
tonnes of explosives, the equivalent of two nuclear bombs. The bombardment of the
small enclave mirrors the US air campaigns that used an extraordinary amount of ord-
nance on Iraq and Afghanistan over two decades, leaving behind immense devastation.
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There are already reports that Israel is also stepping up the use of torture against de-
tainees. Since October 7, its forces have rounded up thousands of Palestinians, includ-
ing children, in the occupied West Bank. Many allege serious physical abuse and arbi-
trary detention. Palestinians from Gaza, who had worked in Israel, were also arrested
and tortured before being released back to Gaza.

Violence by Israeli settlers and soldiers has also surged in the occupied West Bank.
More than 200 Palestinians have been murdered, many by live ammunition, as far-
right Israeli settlers are taking the opportunity to terrorise the Palestinian population
while the world’s attention is fixed on Gaza.

The Israeli government has handed out thousands of weapons to settlers, with more
potentially on the way, leaving Palestinians even more exposed than before to deadly
violence, with no legitimate authority able to protect them.

In the months and years ahead, Israel will likely launch a global assassination drive to
track, target and kill Hamas leaders and key backers, reminiscent of the US’s own cam-
paign of so-called targeted killings after 9/11. Israel’s former intelligence head, Amos
Yadlin, has confirmed this inevitable plan of worldwide vengeance.

But Israel’s “war on terror” will not be only about revenge, just as the US’s was not.
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The Israeli arms industry has been thriving in recent years, with a record $12.5bn in
sales in 2022, double the figure from one decade ago. In the last year, 24 percent of
arms went to Arab states, including Bahrain, Morocco and the United Arab Emirates.
According to the Israeli Defence Ministry’s own figures, the number of countries buy-
ing Israeli drones has jumped 40 percent in the last three years, munitions have grown
by 45 percent and spyware and related cyber-equipment soared from 67 to 83 coun-
tries in 2022.

As I write in my book, The Palestine Laboratory, Israel has used both the endless occu-
pation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem, along with the siege on Gaza, to “battle-
test” ever-evolving new forms of repression and surveillance. These offensive tools are
then marketed and sold to the majority of nations on the planet.

In this context, the current war on Gaza will certainly be good for business. The Israeli
army’s social media team is already proudly promoting the first time in battle use of
the Elbit-made Iron Sling, a mortar designed to hit Hamas rocket launching sites. This
is a war for a local and global public audience as well as potential foreign buyers look-
ing to build up their arsenal.

Israel is also likely hoping to expand the sale of its high-tech military and intelligence
tools. Even Israeli spyware company, NSO Group, mired in scandals for years, is look-
ing to get in on the action, pitching themselves to Washington as an essential part of
this new “war on terror”.

In its assault on Gaza, the Israeli army has boasted about using artificial intelligence
(AI) in combat to “produce reliable targets quickly and accurately”. For years, Israel
has claimed that it is a pioneer in AI-enabled warfare but there is no evidence that it
has reduced civilian casualties while using it. The current death toll of more than
12,000 people in Gaza – the vast majority of them civilians – certainly does not lend
credence to this claim.
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In the occupied West Bank, AI is used to deepen the complete monitoring and control
of Palestinians. It is not a liberating technology in Palestine. It is the complete oppo-
site.

Israel’s pursuit of an ethno-nationalist agenda endangers both Palestinians and critical
Jews within the country and across the world. Israel remains an inspiration for huge
swaths of the global right and far right, from India to Hungary, in building a lose global
coalition of nations opposed to immigration, multiculturalism and abiding by human
rights norms.

With Israel claiming that it is fighting a war between so-called Western values and
“barbarism”, the decimation of Palestinians’ lives and livelihoods in Gaza is a sign of an
increasingly erratic and wild Israeli state. And yet, as it embarks on a dark and bloody
“war on terror”, the Western world is supporting it every step of the way.

The views expressed in this article are the author’s own and do not neces-
sarily reflect Al Jazeera’s editorial stance.

Antony Loewenstein
Independent journalist and filmmaker

Antony Loewenstein is an independent journalist, filmmaker and author of The Palestine Laboratory. He was
based in East Jerusalem between 2016 and 2020.

MORE FROM OPINION AUTHOR

MOST READ

The latest trends on
responsible investing
MarketViews

Seniors Under 85 Get
$50k In Life Insurance
For $15/Month
ActiveBeat

What is the latest on
ETFs?
MarketViews

Trending news on Gold
Markets.
MarketViews

Aussies Born Before
1962 Can Get Health
Cover For Under $26 A
Week
Health Insurance Comparison

ADVERTISEMENT
This content is created and paid for by advertisers
and does not involve Al Jazeera journalists.

Grow Your Wealth By Facilitating Funds For
Exclusive Property Loans
EG Funds

Seniors Under 85 Get $50k
In Life Insurance For
$15/Month
ActiveBeat

Consistent Returns Of 9%+
With EG’s Private Debt - Sign
Up Now
EG Funds

Aussies could get a health
cover from less than as
$25/w. Here's how
Health Insurance Comparison

Sponsored Video
by:

Video by 

Find out more

Share Advisor now 33%Off* - Special Offer
for NEW members ONLY

×

ADVERTISEMENT
This content is created and paid for by advertisers and does not involve Al Jazeera journalists.

OPINION

19 Nov 2023

Diaspora Palestinians in Greece fear for relatives in Gaza, long for peace

Analysis: A pause in 9ghting – what’s in it for Hamas?

Ex-US diplomat demands more dead Palestinian children in Islamophobic rant

US General Petraeus: Israel’s war on Gaza to last for ‘months, not weeks’

Catch up on our coverage of the region, all in one place.

E-mail address Sign up

By signing up, you agree to our Privacy Policy

Sign up for Al Jazeera

Week in the Middle East

protected by reCAPTCHA

LISTEN TO THESE PODCASTS

From: The Inside Story Podcast

Why is Western media coverage of the war on Gaza
being criticised?
A letter signed by hundreds of international journalists says Western
media coverage of the Gaza war has been biased in fa...

From: The Take

The backlash to supporting Palestine
For those protesting against Israel’s war in Gaza, free speech is becoming
more and more dangerous. The backlash is hittin...

From: The Take

The genocide lawsuit against Joe Biden
A lawsuit against US President Joe Biden and other top oRcials accuses
them of complicity in genocide in Gaza. What will...

South Sudan is
becoming a failed
state

S Sudan has
become an aid-
dependent entity

Israeli attacks
around hospitals,
refugee camps
continue ahead of
truce

Ex-US diplomat
says more
Palestinian kids
should die in
Islamophobic rant

World reactions to
Israel, Hamas
truce deal

BRICS condemns
Israel war on Gaza
in signal to the
West

Advertisement

Container home
for $19,950 AUD

Brand new container
homes for under 22,000

dollars

READ MORE

About Connect Our Channels Our Network Follow Al Jazeera English:

© 2023 Al Jazeera Media Network

About Us

Code of Ethics

Terms and Conditions

EU/EEA Regulatory
Notice

Privacy Policy

Cookie Policy

Cookie Preferences

Sitemap

Community Guidelines

Work for us

HR Quality

Contact Us

Advertise with us

Apps

Newsletters

Channel Finder

TV Schedule

Podcasts

Submit a Tip

Al Jazeera Arabic

Al Jazeera English

Al Jazeera
Investigative Unit

Al Jazeera Mubasher

Al Jazeera
Documentary

Al Jazeera Balkans

AJ+

Al Jazeera Centre for
Studies

Al Jazeera Media
Institute

Learn Arabic

Al Jazeera Centre for
Public Liberties &
Human Rights

Al Jazeera Forum

Al Jazeera Hotel
Partners

OPINION OPINION

Israel-Palestine conTict  > Live updates What Palestinian symbols mean Why Israel targets hospitals Photos Explained: Israel's tunnel video If Gaza was your city A simple guide

Ad served by 

Ad options Send feedback Why this ad? 

LIVENews Israel-Gaza war Features Economy Opinion Video More

https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/
https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/israel-palestine-conflict/
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/antony_loewenstein_150330085514685
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/antony_loewenstein_150330085514685
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Faje.io%2Fl2jf0m
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=When%20it%20comes%20to%20the%20Israeli-led%20%E2%80%98war%20on%20terror%E2%80%99%2C%20follow%20the%20money&source=sharethiscom&related=sharethis&via=AJEnglish&url=https%3A%2F%2Faje.io%2Fl2jf0m
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/antony_loewenstein_150330085514685
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/antony_loewenstein_150330085514685
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/06/suspend-arms-israel-palestinian-armed-groups
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/11/9/israel-attacks-on-gaza-weapons-and-scale-of-destruction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eHuatNV6JY
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/3/arrested-tortured-and-insulted-say-workers-returned-to-gaza-by-israel
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinion/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/22/diaspora-palestinians-in-greece-fear-for-relatives-in-gaza-long-for-peace?traffic_source=KeepReading
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/22/analysis-a-pause-in-fighting-whats-in-it-for-hamas?traffic_source=KeepReading
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/22/ex-us-diplomat-goes-on-islamophobic-rant-wishes-more-dead-palestinian-kids?traffic_source=KeepReading
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/the-bottom-line/2023/11/22/us-general-petraeus-israels-war-on-gaza-to-last-for-months-not-weeks?traffic_source=KeepReading
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/
https://aj.audio/TISP-625
https://aj.audio/TheTake-668
https://aj.audio/TheTake-699
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2015/7/9/south-sudan-is-becoming-a-failed-state
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2015/3/30/south-sudan-has-become-an-aid-dependent-entity
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/11/22/israel-hamas-war-live-israeli-government-to-vote-on-gaza-truce-deal
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/22/ex-us-diplomat-goes-on-islamophobic-rant-wishes-more-dead-palestinian-kids
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/22/reactions-to-israel-hamas-ceasefire-deal
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/11/21/brics-condemns-israel-war-on-gaza-in-signal-to-the-west
https://www.facebook.com/aljazeera
https://twitter.com/ajenglish
https://www.youtube.com/aljazeeraenglish
https://www.instagram.com/aljazeeraenglish/?hl=en
https://www.aljazeera.com/xml/rss/all.xml
https://www.aljazeera.com/about-us
https://www.aljazeera.com/code-of-ethics/
https://www.aljazeera.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.aljazeera.com/eu-eea-regulatory/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/11/19/when-it-comes-to-the-israeli-led-war-on-terror-follow-the-money#cookiesPreferences
https://www.aljazeera.com/sitemap
https://www.aljazeera.com/community-rules-guidelines/
https://careers.aljazeera.net/
https://www.aljazeera.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/AJMN-Quality-Policy.pdf
https://network.aljazeera.net/contact-us
https://commercial.aljazeera.net/
https://webapps.aljazeera.net/aje/connect/
https://www.aljazeera.com/newsletters
https://sat.aljazeera.net/en
https://www.aljazeera.com/schedule/
https://www.aljazeera.com/podcasts/
https://webapps.aljazeera.net/aje/tips/
http://aljazeera.net/
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.ajiunit.com/
https://www.aljazeeramubasher.net/
http://doc.aljazeera.net/
http://balkans.aljazeera.net/
http://ajplus.net/
http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/
http://training.aljazeera.net/
http://learning.aljazeera.net/
http://liberties.aljazeera.com/en
http://forum.aljazeera.net/
https://hotels.aljazeera.net/en
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinion/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinion/
https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/israel-palestine-conflict/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/11/22/israel-hamas-war-live-israeli-government-to-vote-on-gaza-truce-deal
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/11/20/palestine-symbols-keffiyeh-olive-branch-watermelon
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/11/20/why-does-israel-target-palestinian-hospitals-psyops-say-analysts
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2023/11/20/photos-dozens-of-premature-babies-evacuated-from-gaza-to-egypt
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/20/what-israels-video-of-hamas-tunnel-under-al-shifa-tells-us
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/11/13/if-gaza-was-in-your-city-how-much-would-be-destroyed
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/9/whats-the-israel-palestine-conflict-about-a-simple-guide
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/live
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/
https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/israel-palestine-conflict/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinion/
https://www.aljazeera.com/videos/

